Laparoscopic cholecystectomy: cost analysis.
Recently laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC) has become an accepted alternative to the traditional open cholecystectomy (OP). The purpose of this study was to compare laparoscopic cholecystectomy to open cholecystectomy with respect to four variables: (a) operative time, (b) length of hospital stay, (c) total hospital cost, and (d) morbidity and mortality rates. The most recent 200 LCs performed at HCA West Side Hospital were selected for comparison in the study. Demographic data, including age and sex were collected for all patients. The medical record for each patient was then reviewed to obtain the study variables. A control group of 200 patients undergoing elective open cholecystectomy over the same period was selected. Complications occurred in 12 patients (6.0%) in the LC group with one postoperative mortality. Nineteen patients (9.5%) suffered complications in the OC group with no operative mortality. The difference between the two groups was not statistically significant. The average length of operation (recorded in minutes) in the OC group was 87.79 (SD +/- 20.69) as compared to 103.78 (SD +/- 29.01) in the LC group. This difference proved to be slight, but significantly greater (p < 0.0001). The average length of stay (recorded in days) in the OC group was 4.43 (SD +/- 1.29) versus 1.13 (SD +/- .93) in the LC group. Again, the difference proved to be statistically significant (p < 0.0001). The corrected average total hospital charge from OC was $3,006 (SD +/- 755) versus $2,312 (SD +/- 484) for LC, a difference that was statistically significant (p < 0.0001). Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is a safe, effective, and cost-efficient alternative to open cholecystectomy.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)